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Ethics and the anthropocene: does our evolutionary past helps adapt to 
the impacts of climate change? 
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Rick Potts: 00:26 What I see in terms of the possibilities of human beings through 
our evolutionary history which is, as I've emphasized in my 
writing and some of the comments and some of the comments 
reflected by my colleagues here on the panel, is that human 
evolutionary history is no longer a story, is no longer a narrative 
of inevitability. It's a more of a narrative of adaptability. (00:51) 
What has occurred over the course of human evolutionary 
history is the ability to have not just a genetic form of passing 
on information, but also a very complex cultural form, societal 
form, of passing on information in which symbols are created, 
which we have enormous passions about, but which enable us 
to transcend. (01:16) You look at technology, you look at 
science, you look at religion, you look at a whole variety of 
exploration, that there are a whole variety of ways in which 
human beings, mentally and physically, and in other ways 
spiritually transcend our boundaries. These come from 
enormously deep motivations that are not part of our genes, 
but are part of the capabilities that our genetic history has built, 
new and novel forms of understanding the world through being 
symbolic creatures. (01:50) So, I tend to see the glass half full 
with regard to the possibilities of human beings being able to 
wrap our minds and our capabilities around these problems and 
transcending old ways in a manner that will allow us to succeed. 

Dale Jamieson: 02:12 I see the glass half full as, too. I'd just like to talk about the glass 
that's half empty because that's where the problem space is. 
We are not infinitely adaptable, although we're very adaptable 
and the evolutionary facts still matter in the sense that knowing 
something via remote sensing isn't like seeing it. (2:32) The 
example that I'd like to use here is, I may know that a stove is 
hot, but it's different if I touch the hot stove in terms of how 
that's going to affect and form my behavior. And that's where 
we get into the space, the part of the glass that somehow we're 
trying to fill. But I think we sort of agree about the basic facts. 
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