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Ethics for the Anthropocene: Welcome from Dr. Connie Bertka, Ph.D. 
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Connie Bertka: 00:00 (silence). (00:28) Thank you, and it's great to see so many 
folks here. Thank you for joining us this afternoon for our 
discussion; Imagining the Human Future Ethics in the 
Anthropocene. As Brad said, my name's Connie Bertka, 
and along with my colleague, Jim Miller, I co-chair the 
Broader Social Impacts Committee. We were invited by 
the Smithsonian's Human Origin program to help out with 
outreach and education around the Human Origins 
Initiative. I encourage you to visit our website, which is 
part of the Human Origins website, to learn more about 
the committee members and the work that we do. We're a 
very diverse group, there's about 14 of us and we bring a 
variety of religious and secular perspectives to the table. 
We all agree that conversations like this between science 
and society are very important and we're thankful that the 
Smithsonian has invited us to be part of their efforts in 
that area. (01:30) We bring to the table, many different 
visions concerning the character of that conversation and 
its most positive outcome, and I think you'll have a chance 
to see that in our panel discussion this afternoon. Well, as 
Rana mentioned, our committee meets annually and part 
of what we do as part of our time together is have the 
opportunity to participate in a public event. One of the 
things that we are very interested in, in looking at and 
helping to encourage a public conversation on is 
humanity's relationship with the planet and our impact on 
the planet, as Brandon mentioned, both in the past and 
the present and moving into the future, and that's our 
topic for this afternoon is going to focus on the future. 
(02:18) So if you have visited the Human Origins exhibit, 
and I hope you have, what you will find is an exhibit that 
describes the species that has survived by altering its 
environments and also altering its own behaviors. As a 
species, we're now altering the planet on a planetary scale 
and that's led scientists to refer to this time period as the 
Anthropocene, perhaps a simpler way to think about it is 
the age of humans. So as we begin to imagine what our 
collective future might look like in this age of humans, we 
recognize that a hopeful and meaningful future for our 
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species, as well as the species that we share this planet 
with is going to depend on thoughtful and purposeful 
decisions about our behavior. What set of ethical 
guidelines is needed for life in the Anthropocene and how 
might our existing secular and religious ethical traditions 
encourage those guidelines? (03:28) And with that, I would 
like to introduce Dale Jamieson, who has accepted our 
invitation to present his thoughts on ethics for the 
Anthropocene. Dale teaches environmental studies, 
philosophy and law at New York University. He was 
formally affiliated with the National Center for 
Atmospheric Research. He's the author of Ethics and the 
Environment; an introduction, Morality's progress: essays 
on humans, other animals and the rest of nature, and his 
most recent work where he discusses ethics for the 
Anthropocene is Reason in a Dark Time. (04:04) Just so you 
know, the logistics after Dale presents his material, we'll 
be inviting Rick Potts, the curator of the exhibit, as well as 
several of our BSIC panel members to come forward and 
they will give a response to Dale's remarks, and we will 
definitely make sure that we leave time for discussion with 
all of you. And with that, Dale. (silence) 
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