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Evolution and the Anthropocene: Science, religion, and the human 
future – How can we become more aware of the interconnectivity of 

life? 
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Mary Evelyn Tucker:      00:25 We are part of an evolutionary story, an epic story that gives us 
that sense of connectivity is something that people are 
responding to all over the world, and I think that's extremely 
exciting. But I also think, in relation to David's point about 
cooperation, we have evidence. I go to many international 
conferences on the environment. And as you all are fully aware, 
in Paris in December, 195 nations agreed to voluntary 
agreements about reduction of carbon. That is an 
unprecedented and historic moment with all of the 
imperfections of it. And as well, at the United Nations in 
September, when the Pope came and made his speech there, 
right after that, the same number of nations agreed to the 
Sustainable Development Goals, which is a voluntary effort, but 
with enforcements, be they economic or legal and so on. We're 
in an extraordinary time. And that that has emerged despite 
great obstacles gives me, I would say, hope of a certain sort 
that's connected to this process. It's not going to say it's 
inevitable, which is why we do have to work for it. I think it's not 
inevitable, but it's possible. 

David Sloan Wilson: 01:45 Yeah. Let me just quickly add... And I wanted to add a piece of 
that, which is someone wants criticized the scientific study of 
religion for being too intellectual, as if it was all about beliefs. 
When this person said, "One way to define religion is it's a 
collection of arts practices. It's music, it's pageantry, it's ritual." 
And these things can instill a feeling of connectedness in a way 
that intellectual arguments cannot. So there's so many 
productions associated with religion, including meditational 
practices, yoga and so on. These are [inaudible 00:02:25] you in 
a way that this kind of academic approach to religion does not. 
And that's one reason why it's great to practice them and to 
have a sense of the sacred, to have a life that's rich in rituals, 
even while at the same time maintaining a scientific stance. So 
there's many dimensions to religion and spirituality, not always 
are through the head. Many of them are through the heart and 
through practices, basically. 
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