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Evolution and the Anthropocene: science, religion, and the human 
future – Response to presentation Dr. Joe 
Watkins 

This video was recorded at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History on May 22, 
2016 

Dr. Joe Watkins: 00:00 [Speaking Chahta Anumpa / the Choctaw language - 
00:00:25] Joe Watkins [Speaking Chahta Anumpa or the 
Choctaw language 00:00:26] Oklahoma. Hello, my name is 
Joe Watkins. I'm a member of the Choctaw Nation of 
Oklahoma. First of all, I would like to thank the traditional 
owners of the land where we are meeting. Second, I would 
like to thank David for introducing to you The People's 
Republic of Tacoma Park. (00:48) I moved there three 
years ago, not knowing that it is one of the most liberal 
communities in the United States. It's more liberal than 
Berkeley, maybe not as radical, but 16 year olds can vote 
in the civic elections, people recycle, they reuse, they 
reduce. It's a wonderful place to live, and it's only eight 
miles from here up North Capital. So I've fell into it 
unknowingly, but I've truly enjoyed the real community 
within the District of Columbia area. (01:27) One thing I'd 
like to really focus on is the idea of the Omega Point. I am 
an American Indian, there are 568 different federally 
recognized Indian tribes, Alaska native corporations, and 
native Hawaiian organizations here in the United States. 
So one thing that I always offer as a caveat is that I don't 
speak for all American Indians. There are probably, I would 
say, not nearly as many American Indian religions as there 
are tribal groups, but within each tribal group, there are a 
myriad of different forms of religion. There are a native 
religions, there are many of the established religions of 
Western ideas, Western concepts. And then there are a lot 
of hybrid native religions that have adapted many of the 
Christian beliefs. But what I'm really interested in in is the 
idea of the Omega Point as the point where we should all 
be hoping to get to. (02:43) Among American Indians one 
of the strongest ideas is the idea of stewardship. The idea 
that humans are not separate from nature, that in the past 
we could speak with the animals, they spoke with us, we 
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talked with the plants. There are still many traditions 
whereby American Indian hunters and gatherers will 
actually offer apologies and thanks for the animals, for 
giving their lives, that they need to continue the Indian 
life. And also they give thanks to the plants for allowing 
themselves to be taken. So in that regard, I think many 
American Indian groups with that idea of stewardship are 
talking about trying to find ways to get back into a cultural 
society, if you will, whereby humans are not necessarily 
one with the non-human environment, but at least to the 
idea where humans take into consideration a very 
reasoned impact on those non-human societies, and those 
non-human environments. (03:55) So in that regard, I 
think that in many circumstances, based on some of what I 
heard about Dancing Rabbit is almost an emulation, or a 
reflection of many of the ways that American cultures 
were perceived and recorded back in the 1800s, and early 
on into the 1900s. And so some of it is a borrowing of 
some of the idea of American Indians as the first 
ecologists, and it's also a borrowing of the idea that a 
community survives or it becomes extinct. And by 
purposely looking at how to help the community survive, 
rather than each individual within that community, I think 
in many ways much of what is being discussed today can 
find some of its roots, if you will, in many of those 
American Indian cultures. 

Unknown speaker: 05:00 Mm-hmm (affirmative), thank you. 
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